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Weekend 

Wonderings     
Every week we will explore media 
designed to provoke thoughts and 
promote conversations about current 
ideas and issues in public education; in 
our school, our board and beyond.  
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Risks & Rewards…Living in a world of Constant Connection

One of the most impactful and far-reaching changes that we have seen in our world (and our schools) is the 
prevalence of connected hand held mobile tools in everyday life. It’s hard to imagine that the smartphone has only 
been around for a decade (and tablets even less). Though the internet has been a part of schooling for over 20 years, 
the smartphone and tablet have been the two tools that have accelerated the ease by which we can connect with the 
world wide web and those who occupy it. For our students, constant connection is their reality and this capacity to 
remain connected poses both delights and challenges. The same tools children use to access information and 
amusement anytime and anywhere can also be the source of the harsh realities and peer conflicts that are played out 
line by line in social network chats. Though our children may seek this connection, they are not meant to be 
constantly connected- tool time should not be all the time. This is why we focus on teaching students to think 
critically and act appropriately when they are online and why we have many times during the school day where our 
students are not connected online (but are IRL). There are common sense things that families can do to on the 
homefront too; supervising, defining and limiting online time, is important; as is monitoring use of social media and 
chat groups- especially in the evening hours. Our smartphones and tablets are here to stay; they have become 
integral in the daily lives of both adults and children and the reality is this will not change.  Marshall McLuhan once 
said “We shape our tools and then they shape us.” Our tools allow us to communicate, connect and enhance the 
opportunities and outcomes that are possible for each of us; the young and not-so-young.  We carry in our pockets 
powerful tools that impact our lives greatly. As rewarding as this reality may be; the risks growing up in a constantly 
connected connected community are real and require consideration, caution and ample doses of adult guidance.
Brian Harrison- Principal                     Christine Smith- Vice Principal 

         

Psychologist Adam Alter’s TED  talk on the 
impact  of screen time for adults and children.

http://clearmeadow.ps.yrdsb.ca
https://twitter.com/clearmeadowps
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0K5OO2ybueM


The week ahead...
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Mon. April 16th
Day 1

You’re The Chef @ 3:30

Tues. April 17th
Day 2

Roberts/Bell/Grant/Shaw @ McMichael 
Gallery

Wed. April 18th
Day 3

Jr. Boys Area Basketball Tournament

Thurs. April 19th
Day 4

Snack Shack

Fri. April 20th Pizza Day
Grant/Mako @ Science Centre

Community Corner…

YRDSB Town Hall Meetings...The York Region 
District School Board is revisioning its Multi-Year 
Plan (MYP) and Board Improvement Plan for 
Student Achievement and Well-being. The Board of 
Trustees is responsible for setting the strategic 
direction of public education in York Region public 
schools. The MYP incorporates the direction 
established by the Trustees with feedback received 
from all stakeholders, and will inform decision 
making at the Board in the years to come. Town 
halls will be taking place across the region and 
feedback collected from families and community 
members will inform the creation of a new MYP. 
Your voice is important and your input and 
feedback will help York Region District School 
Board support student achievement and 
well-being. There will also be other opportunities, 
including a survey available in April, to share your 
thoughts if you are unable to attend a town hall. 
Upcoming meetings and locations include:
Monday, April 16, 2018 7:00 pm @ Keswick H.S.
Wed. April 18th 6:00 pm @ Markville S.S.
Sunday, April 22, 2018 2:00 pm @ Sir. Wm Mulock S.S.
Wednesday, April 25, 2018 6:30 @ Maple H.S.

Saturday, April 28, 2018  10:00 @ Bayview S.S.

You can register to attend a session online or 
complete a Town Hall Survey by clicking here.

Quick Hits…

Parenting Workshop...We are pleased to 
announce that noted family and parenting 
expert  Dr. Karyn Gordon will be at CPS for 
a presentation on Monday, May 14th. The 
topic of her talk will be Raising Children 
and Teens in an Age of Overindulgence. 
Registration is available online by clicking 
on the link below:
Dr. Karyn Gordon Workshop Registration
Planning Ahead...as we enter the spring 
months we are well into the process of 
planning for next year. If you are planning 
on moving away, or know of a family that is 
joining us, please let us know so we may 
reflect this in our plans. Additionally, Class 
Placement Parent Input forms were sent 
home this week with each student. This 
year’s forms are printed on yellow paper 
and provide families with the opportunity 
to share contextual and specific 
information that may help guide us in 
making class placement decisions. Please 
note that the class placement process is 
conducted collaboratively by our CPS 
teaching staff and administration and is 
based on Ministry of Education and YRDSB  
guidelines and requirements.  The parent 
input forms are due Friday, May 4th.
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https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Keswick+High+School/@44.2231724,-79.4588653,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882ab5efca00b353:0x68d341f853a4adeb!8m2!3d44.2231724!4d-79.4566766?dcr=0
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Markville+Secondary+School/@43.8774137,-79.2913453,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89d4d5a568a84007:0x90b68b5043cf9f0f!8m2!3d43.8774137!4d-79.2891566?dcr=0
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Sir+William+Mulock+Secondary+School/@44.0323784,-79.4823664,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882ad19b352f251d:0x6fcf44c56e2e9a4e!8m2!3d44.0323784!4d-79.4801777?dcr=0
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Maple+High+School/@43.8395045,-79.5331196,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b2f339538ca5b:0x95285c9f0e7e4d65!8m2!3d43.8395045!4d-79.5309309?dcr=0
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Bayview+Secondary+School/@43.8784201,-79.4172749,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b2afab8c0c78d:0x4e66de5dc59407d3!8m2!3d43.8784201!4d-79.4150862?dcr=0
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Pages/Multi-Year-Strategic-Plan-.aspx
https://dkleadership.org/family/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehBKTk9Pc8sOqKA-R71rJB6CMkRf3MY1PDrLS8uPJBijuBtA/viewform?usp=sf_link


April @ Clearmeadow P.S.
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Easter Sunday

  2    
Easter Monday Holiday
World Autism Awareness 
Day

  3                 Day 2
Glasser@ Science Centre
School Council Meeting

    4                  Day 3
Sir. Wm Mulock Music 
Presentation

4                        Day 4

Snack Shack

          

6                        Day 5
Pizza Day
Holy Friday (Eastern)     

             

7

8
Easter Sunday 
(Eastern)

9                  Day 1
Grad Night @ Boston 
Pizza Fundraiser

10                  Day 2 11                  Day 3 12                    Day 4
Snack Shack

13                   Day  5
Pizza Day 
Vaisakhi  

14

15 16                 Day 1
You’re The Chef

17               Day 2
Roberts/Bell/Grant/Shaw 
@ McMichael Gallery

18                 Day 3
Jr. Boys Area Basketball

19                Day 4 20             Day 5
Grant/Mako @ Science 
Centre

21
Rivdan

22 23                Day 1
You’re The Chef

24                Day 2 25                   Day 3
Jr. Girls Area Basketball
Kirby/Lewis/Scobbie/
Hunter @ McMichael  
Gallery

26                 Day 4
Snack Shack

27              Day 5
Rainbow Spirit Day

Pizza Day

28

29 30              Day 1

You’re The Chef     
May 1                 Day 2 May 2              Day 3

Intermediate Area 
Badminton
Jr.Boys Basketball 
Regionals

May 3                 Day 4   
Snack Shack
Jr. Girls Basketball 
Regionals

May 4           Day 5
Class Placement Parent 
Input forms due
Pizza Day

May 5


